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He obtained his Bachelor’s degree in Natural Sciences at the Universidad Nacional de La Plata (UNLP-Argenti-

na) and received his Ph.D. in Natural Sciences, in 1989. As a post-doc he was a research fellow of the National

Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution in Washington; the Missouri Botanical Garden in St.

Louis; and theJohn Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, USA. He was employed by the CONICET-Ar-

gentina where he became Principal Scientific Researcher, working at the Instituto de Botanica Darwinion.

There, he was also involved as subdirector.

onomyand systematics ofdifferent genera of the family Poaceae, as well as additional plant groups like orchids.

Diego De Gennaro, Diego Giraldo Canas, Silvia S. Denham, Sabina Donadio, Hugo Gutierrez, Veronica Kern,

Nataly O’Leary, Alicia Lopez, Diego L. Salariato, and others. Since 2004, Osvaldo and I were particularly in-

volved in many research projects in molecular systematics at the Darwinion Institute. Being so close to him, I

had the advantage oflearning from his expertise, and his way of appreciating plant science.

At the end of his career, Osvaldo collaborated on the recent contribution to the Poaceae phylogeny with

the GPWGII, inNew Phytologist, 2012, and accomplished significant work on the re-classification of the tribe

Paniceae (Poaceae); Morrone et al., in Cladistics, 2012 (28, no. 4, pp. 333-356, August). This work not only

represents his taxonomic and evolutionary knowledge and expertise on this panicoid tribe, but also the uncon-

ditional support ofhis working group. For all those people who were so close to him during these four years in

which he battled cancer, Osvaldo was a role model and a living example of happiness, friendship, and profes-

sional work. To everyone involved, I express a sincere thank you for being so close to him.

Osvaldo’s other major contributions were close to completion and will soon be finished, including the

phylogeny ofNassella and allies, the phylogeny ofPaspalum, a revision of the OldWorld Setaria, the biogeogra-

phy of Poaceae, and the contribution to the Chilean Flora. Several contributions that are still awaiting publica-

tion represent collaborative projects with colleagues in different working lines, namely Rob Soreng and Paul

Peterson, Fernando Zuloaga, Elizabeth “Toby” Kellogg, and Pilar Catalan. Although he benefitted greatly from
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their expertise, he put even greater value on their friendship. I offer a special thank you to Pilar, for such a

wonderful and productive time in Spain.

1 consider myself enormously lucky for having met Osvaldo and fallen in love with him. We had a beauti-

ful son and shared a life, family, friends, and our profession. I would like to give special thanks to other friends

who made a difference in his life and shared unforgettable moments, especially to Horacio, Patri, Pichi, Dundi,

Fernanda, Gus, Marieta, Mario, Guille, Silvana,Javier, Pablo, Ani, Lili, Normi, and all Darwinion friends, fam-

ily and children.

Other personal memories will stay inmy heart.


